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Housing and Home Ownership
Cape York Gathering, Hope Vale/Cooktown, 30th and 31st October 2019
Pama Futures Reform Leaders Workshop, 11th and 12th December 2019

Buying a house in town, who does what?

If you don’t move you’ll stand still forever.
Thomas Fujii, Thursday Island

“As a home owner here now, I am so grateful for what we have.
You need to make a stand now, because prices of things will only
escalate in time.”
Understanding residential leasing options
available on Aboriginal Land
Trustees of Aboriginal Freehold land (such as Council for most Cape York
towns) can choose to grant any type of lease to any person for any
length of time up to 99 years. Lease conditions and the types of leases
available to residents of Cape York towns depend on the agreements
that the Councils and the Traditional Owners have made in their
Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs) for leasing land in town.
Options available to Trustees for creating residential leases for the
benefit of the people particularly concerned with the land are very
flexible. Trustees can give a lot of control of the future use of the land to
the lease holder, or Trustees can place conditions on the lease that limit
what the lease holder can do with the land in the future.
Under the Aboriginal Land Act, leases can include options such as:
•

Can be granted to local people only, to any Aboriginal person
or to anyone at all including non-Indigenous people

•

Setting the period of a lease for any length of time, including
short ones (like 10 or 20 years), medium or long term, up to a
maximum of 99 years

•

Allow the lease to be transferred by the lease holder to
anyone, allow transfers with or without the Trustee’s consent
or limit transfers to eligible people only

•

Automatically renew the lease at the end of the period,
renew under certain conditions only or not allow renewal

• And a number of other options as needed…
There are costs and benefits to each option. Deciding what type of
residential lease and the lease conditions needs to be a discussion
between the Trustee, the Traditional Owners and the community
members.
Please ring the CYI team if you want to know more about leasing of land in
town. More specific information about this and other leasing options available
to Trustees under the Aboriginal Land Act will be provided in future newsletters.

During the meeting in October
last year, there was a call for a
committee to actively carry
this work forward for Cape
York.

Please Nominate!
Housing and Home
Ownership Steering
Committee
Step 1: Think about
someone who would
be good at working in
your community and
with CYI
Step 2: Give Stuart a
call on 0428 100 083
to nominate someone
Step 3: CYI will
discuss the
nominations with
people who attended
the Cooktown meeting
Step 4:
4 A Steering
Committee for
2020/2021 wil be
selected

Cape York Institute, Baninh Yeeum Building, 302-310 Sheridan St Cairns, (07) 4046 0600
For support call: Stuart Downs – 0428 100 083
Mick Schuele – 0417 204 239
Tania Cobham – 0438 800 384

