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How much should I pay for my house?  

There has been a lot of discussion and questions 

about how to set the price of existing houses on 

DOGIT land. We discussed it at the 

Cooktown/Hope Vale gathering and house prices 

was also a hot topic at the recent Pama Futures 

Reform Leaders workshop in Cairns in late 2019.  

Each town and city across Australia has a unique 

set of local characteristics that will determine the 

price of a house. Surprisingly, the number of 

bedrooms and the age of the house is only a minor 

factor.  

For example, an older, 4 bedroom 

house might sell for $2 million 

dollars in Sydney, $450,000 in 

Cairns and as little as $200,000 in 

Mareeba. The difference in price 

is related to local jobs, how many 

people want to live there, the 

number of houses up for sale and 

the chances that people can get 

their money back when they sell it 

later.         

When a house is up for sale, the owner sets the 

price at a level they think buyers will be happy to 

pay. If the price is too high, it may take a long time 

to sell, so often owners drop the price.  

In a DOGIT town, the Council owns the houses and 

land as trustee on behalf of the people particularly 

concerned with the land.  

“Setting the price of a house is a balance between 

the buyer, the traditional owners and the trustee 

of the land. That is a tricky balance. The 

Queensland government keeps 

pushing the trustee to sell houses 

at certain prices, but actually it is a 

guide. Really it is the trustee who 

needs to be well informed and 

decide, out of a community 

conversation.” said Stu Downs 

from CYI at the Cooktown 

gathering. 

 

 

Cheryl Cannon, Private Home Owner, Hope Valley Estate, fee simple residential land 

Setting the price of existing houses in Cape York 

Aboriginal towns should be a community conversation. 



 

Mapoon people have wanted home ownership for a long time. 

Pauline Smith, Mapoon 

“What has happened in Mapoon is that the government gave us 

the price to put on the houses. They had 3 categories: New (1 – 

5yrs old), good (5 – 10yrs old) and fair (older than 10yrs). Because 

of our history, Council wants to give people a home at a price that 

is affordable.”  

 

Comparing with other small towns in Queensland 

$49,000 Greenvale 
House and land in town 

 

3 brm  

1 bath 

 1 carport  

974m2 

$110,000 Georgetown 
House and land in town 

 

3 brm  

1 bath 

 2 carports  

1,012m2
 

$30,000 Dirranbandi 
House and land in town 

 

4 brm  

3 bath 

 1 carport  

2,016m2
 

$18,000 Blackwater 
House and land in town 

 

3 brm  

1 bath 

 1 carport  

701m2
 

 

Pama Futures Reform Leaders Workshop report back 
11 and 12 December 2019 

Attendees from the housing leaders group: 

Glenette Greenwool, Pauline Smith, Gina Nona, Amanda Fyfe, Tim McGreen, Monty Gilbert, Ricky Guivarra, 

Cameron Hudson, Robbie Deemal, Willie Gordon, Stephen Wallace 

We spoke about… 

1. Setting the price of houses: There was a lot of discussion about how the price of existing government 

houses should be set so that people can buy their house. There were also many questions about who 

sets the house price and how to make home ownership affordable.   

2. 99 year leases and tradeability: Some people are scared of locking up big parcels of land for long 

amounts of time, that is why Hope Vale has chosen to limit the size of 99 year leases to 2.5 - 5 

hectares (3 football fields is 2 hectares).  

3. Interest in supported home ownership: There is a lot of interest from people to buy the house that 

they live in. People said it would be good to trial supported home ownership arrangements such as a 

rent-to-buy scheme, a housing co-operative or a community land trust across Cape York 

communities.   

This is the fifth of a number of newsletters to help Cape York people make a plan to move 

forward with their own housing and home ownership opportunities. More to come soon… 


