November 2019

Newsletter No. 3

Housing and Home Ownership
Cape York Gathering, Hope Vale/Cooktown, 30th and 31st October

st

Thursday 31 October workshop

People said that what they had heard from each other and the ideas they had discussed were really good.

So, what to do next?
What we heard people agree at the workshop…
•

Change in housing is taking too long, there has been too much
waiting

•

Each place has the same sorts of issues but each place can decide
on different solutions that suit them

•

We know the problems and have spoken about them all at the
workshop – now it’s time to move, it’s time to take action

•

Some people wanted to make an interim board on the day –
others needed to take the ideas back to community first

•

All the groups need to have a voice at the table – Traditional
Owners, Councils, historic people, people that want to be home
owners and young people

•

It will be more powerful to work together as a group

We have decided we will have a public meeting
Michelle Major, Kowanyama

“We can take back what happened on the two days that we were here.
We will take it back to the community and let the community know.
They can ask questions.
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”

Some of the ideas that we heard from people on how to start…
•

Tap into the ideas that Congress has been using for PBC’s to start
discussions and planning about their own Aboriginal Freehold land

•

Get the DOGIT land back from Council and transferred to the PBC

•

Help people find options for financing so they can build houses on
their blocks

•

Find a way to change the leasing so it can go past 30 years or 99
years

•

The trustee needs good information to set the price for selling
existing houses. The prices suggested by the State Government are
too dear.

•

Form a committee that can tell the Government what Cape York
people want. Line up a meeting with the Minister, put the ideas in
writing and fight this issue.

What happened to the Summit?
At the workshop, the CYI team said there would be
another housing and home ownership meeting at a
Pama Futures Summit in late November 2019.
After the workshop, the Summit was postponed.
The Pama Futures team is now planning a smaller
meeting on the 11th and 12th of December in Cairns.
At this meeting people will discuss the big picture
plan for Pama Futures (empowering Cape York
regions to negotiate directly with government) and
also the topics of education, jobs and housing.

We want to take this
and run with it
Doreen Hart, Hope Vale

“What I’ve heard here this morning is just a wealth
of knowledge about housing and what your
experiences have been.
I think some of you people should be on that
committee to fight this.”

Pama Futures general information can be found
at: www.pamafutures.org.au

Would you like to nominate a few of the people that came
to Hope Vale/Cooktown to attend this meeting and
discuss housing & home ownership more?
Call Tania on 0438 800 384 for more information

Please let us know if you need any information or support with housing matters for your community
meetings or other actions that you decide to take in your community. CYI may be able to provide some
answers to the questions you or other people might have.
This is the third of a number of newsletters to help Cape York people make a plan to move forward with their own housing and
home ownership opportunities. More to come soon…

